
~ffice of toe .:ffiapor of toe Qtitp of 3L\.oOnert~ark, Qtalifornia

~r 0 t Ia mat ion

lBecoguiJiug
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13TH

METASTATIC BREAST CANCER AWARENESS DAY

WHEREAS, The American Cancer Society reports that in 2008 an estimated 180,000 women will be
diagnosed with breast cancer. If detected early, breast cancer patients can have a high rate of
recovery, but, one-third of those patients will have a frightening conversation with their doctors.
They will learn that their cancer has recurred or spread. They are now considered Stage IV or
metastatic. While treatments for metastatic breast cancer have greatly improved, it remains the cause
of death for many of those diagnosed with breast cancer. New therapies prolong life and greatly
improve the quality of life, but the reality is that breast cancer is a disease for which there is no cure;
and

WHEREAS, unlike the millions of women who feel they have beaten the disease, many of those
living with metastatic breast cancer do not see themselves as "survivors." Their battle is constant.
They are among the 150,000 with Stage IV breast cancer who live in fear of disease progression and
face a lifetime of ongoing treatments. Despite treatment advances, each year some 40,000 die - too
young and too soon; and

WHEREAS, every year, October marks Breast Cancer Awareness Month. As the world is
seemingly awash in pink ribbons, many who live with Stage IV breast cancer stand on the sidelines
watching as "survivors" march, speak out, and rally around the cause. But those with metastatic
breast cancer also want to be heard. They want others to know that it is possible to enjoy a quality
life with the disease and they want more and better treatments to extend their lives; and

WHEREAS, educating the public and raising awareness of this largely misunderstood disease will
help bring about acceptance, support, and medical advances.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Jake Mackenzie, as Mayor and on behalf of the
City Council of the City of Rohnert Park, do hereby recognize October 13th as Metastatic Breast
Cancer Awareness Day and urge all citizens to reach out in love, acceptance, understanding, and
support to friends and neighbors facing this Stage IV disease.

Proclaimed this zs" day of September, 2008
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